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Thanks to the efforts of over 400 Climate Riders, Runners, and Hik-
ers we granted $743,000 in 2018. 2019 brought a remarkable 600 
participants, allowing us to award over $800,000 in grants. This 
brings our total impact to more than $6 million since 2008. In this 
presentation, you will find our Annual Reports for fiscal years 2018 
and 2019. 

With the support and confidence of the Climate Ride community, 
we have made 2018 and 2019 banner years for our movement. Our 
inaugural Green Fondo Weekend event engaged a record 250 cy-
clists – 70% of whom were new to the Climate Ride cause. 

Your support matters – deeply. You have helped Climate Ride realize 
its goal of healthier people and planet. Our combined efforts to gen-

FROM OUR 
DIRECTOR

erate powerful grants have resulted in 
direct support for public lands, clean 
air, renewable energy, and alternative 
transportation. Together, we've en-
gaged new stewards and new voices 
for the modern environmental move-
ment. Our small staff of five could not 
be prouder to serve our participants, 
donors, and supporters. 

Thank you for providing the founda-
tion for our progress. It would be an 
honor to see you on a Climate Ride, 
Hike or Run in the future.

With deep appreciation,
Caeli Quinn
Co-Founder and Executive Director

"Climate Ride has been the 
single most effective way 
for my friends and me to 
get involved and step up 
awareness and advocacy 

about climate change. It has 
really helped to change and 
align priorities. Additionally, 
by cheering me on through 
the ride and my daily posts, 
folks felt positively inspired 

that their contributions 
mattered. As a newcomer 

to cycling, Climate Ride was 
a wonderful activity that 

helped me succeed."
/ Caryn Hoffman /
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3%
or less of all charitable 

giving in the U.S. goes to 
support the environment, 

including animal 
welfare.

$650 
BILLION

the estimated cost of 
climate change from 

2016-2018.

100 
MILLION

people forced into poverty 
by 2030 due to climate 

impacts.

The financial cost of climate 
change is mounting and for the 
United States, the burden of miti-
gating the fall-out rests on citizens. 
Though figures vary, according to 
a recent report by Morgan Stan-
ley, the total cost to stall climate 
change is nearing $50 trillion dol-
lars or about half the estimated 
global GDP for 2020 according 
to Statista. The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
estimates the world will need 
to spend an average of $2.4 to 
$3 trillion annually on reforms to 
stave off the worst problems. 
 
By all estimates, the U.S. is be-
hind. Though one of the world’s 
top polluters, the United States 
has withdrawn from key commit-
ments and reduced funding from 
previous agreements (Nature). 
According to Marketplace, though 
the US Government Accountabili-
ty Office estimates average annu-
al spending on climate change at 

$6 billion from 1993 to 2018, much 
of the money contributing to that 
estimate goes to programs that ar-
en’t documenting climate impact 
or may not have been using the 
majority of the funds on climate 
issues. Under the current admin-
istration, even that spending has 
been reduced dramatically. 
 
To make up the gap, U.S. citizens 
concerned about climate are turn-
ing to charitable organizations. 
Still, as of 2017, less than 3% of 
annual US charitable giving went 
to environmental causes includ-
ing animal welfare groups (Charity 
Navigator).

Each year, Climate Ride has run 
events across the U.S. that pro-
vide a place for people concerned 
about the environmental crisis 
to make their advocacy ‘active’, 
whether they are riding secluded 
canyons rich in the cultural histo-
ry of the ancestral Puebloan peo-

"In 2008, I helped 
found Climate Ride 
to make sure there 

would be a future for 
the generations that 
will inherit this plan-
et. That year, we did 

one ride from NYC 
to Washington D.C. 

with 100 people bik-
ing to Capitol Hill to 
meet with members 

of Congress. Little did 
I know that in 11 years 

we would raise over 
$6.1 million for orga-
nizations that are di-

rectly fighting climate 
change and funding 

sustainable solutions 
like bike paths, solar 

installations, and con-
servation projects that 

benefit everyone."
/ Caeli Quinn /

GRANTS MATTER

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=42
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=42
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=42
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=42
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=42
https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/climate-change-biopharma-infectious-diseases
https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/climate-change-biopharma-infectious-diseases
https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/climate-change-biopharma-infectious-diseases
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/11/08/rapid-climate-informed-development-needed-to-keep-climate-change-from-pushing-more-than-100-million-people-into-poverty-by-2030
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/11/08/rapid-climate-informed-development-needed-to-keep-climate-change-from-pushing-more-than-100-million-people-into-poverty-by-2030
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/11/08/rapid-climate-informed-development-needed-to-keep-climate-change-from-pushing-more-than-100-million-people-into-poverty-by-2030
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2015/11/08/rapid-climate-informed-development-needed-to-keep-climate-change-from-pushing-more-than-100-million-people-into-poverty-by-2030
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ple in Bears Ears or from the Blue 
Mountains to D.C. to petition Con-
gress to act for the climate. Using 
the power of ACTIVE-ism, people 
take on a significant physical chal-
lenge like biking or hiking across 
Glacier National Park. As they 
prepare, they rally their friends 
and families to donate in support 
of great charities. Since the first 
ride in 2008, our organization 
has contributed over $6 million in 
grants to nonprofit partners who 
are leading the way to sustainable 
solutions.
 
But, perhaps as important as the 
monetary contribution, Climate 
Ride gets people talking to their 
friends, coworkers, relatives, 
and communities about climate 
change. Participants push their 
social networks on the issue, 
helping grow a crucial percentage 
of the overall population needed 
for creating a real movement. Ac-
cording to a 2018 study from the 
University of Pennsylvania, as few 
as 25% of people need to open-
ly take a stand before the wider 
culture takes action. The efforts 
of Climate Riders contribute to 
reaching that tipping point.

Cyclists meet with Senator Sheldon Whitehouse in DC.
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Participants from

47 STATES
12 COUNTRIES

&

participants since 2008
4,000

of Climate Ride participants 
return for another challenge.

60%
Nearly

Participants from

47 STATES
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&

participants since 2008
4,000

of Climate Ride participants 
return for another challenge.

60%
NearlyMISSION

“To inspire and empower citizens to work toward a sustainable 
future. By using personal challenges as a means to change lives, 
Climate Ride is building an effective, citizen-based sustainability 
movement.”

Climate Ride, founded in 2008, unites advocacy, action, and 
philanthropy. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that or-
ganizes life-changing charitable biking and hiking events to raise 
awareness and support sustainability, active transportation, and 
environmental causes.

We help our participants engage in the fight against climate 
change by completing multi-day bicycling, hiking, and running 
events to fundraise for the organizations they value most and take 
action together for the planet. We use sport as a means to change 
lives and build an effective, citizen-based sustainability move-
ment.

Immersive outdoor experiences and personal challenges are pow-
erful tools for generating behavioral change to help ignite activism 
on climate policy, raise critical funds, and influence public opinion.

Climate change impacts everything. We are all feeling it, but it 
impacts communities of color most. While so many people care 
deeply and want to help address the problem, the enormity of the 
challenge and the political tone around climate change can feel 
dispiriting and disempowering. Climate Ride offers a way to make 
a difference while building new friendships and connections with 
a global network of outdoor advocates.



MISSION

Preservation | The Conservancy funds projects and programs that preserve Gla-
cier’s heritage for future generations.

Education | The Conservancy funds education initiatives to engage current and 
future park stewards of all ages.

Research | The Conservancy supports world-class research and science exploring 
the park’s wildlife and alpine landscapes.

ACTIVITIES

• Greening Glacier's Rides – an ongoing project of replacing existing gas vehicles 
with electric versions

• Making the Apgar Visitor Center net-zero by installing solar panels
• Running a Spring Hiker-Biker Shuttle on the west side of the Going-to-the-Sun 

Road to reduce congestion from cars

SUCCESSES

The Glacier National Park Conservancy assures the Glacier National Park expe-
rience by providing support for preservation, education, and research through 
philanthropy and outreach.

  7 
Find them here: www.glacier.org. 

Total Climate Ride Grant: $276,000

SINCE 2008 
WE'VE GRANTED 
MILLIONS TO 
THE CAUSE

http://www.climateride.org/beneficiaries/glacier-national-park-conservancy
http://www.glacier.org


MISSION

Online Campaigns | 350.org distributes online resources in the form of orga-
nizing and training workshops and education, videos, education materials, me-
mes, images, and other media to encourage people to: 1) keep carbon in the 
ground; 2) help build a new, more equitable low-carbon economy; and 3) pres-
sure governments into limiting emissions.

Grassroots Organizing | 350.org has created local groups around 
the globe in over 188 countries who work in coordination with 
one another to create demonstrations and international days of 
action.

Mass Public Actions | 350.org acknowledges that world leaders are incapable 
of solving climate change on their own. They create opportunities for support-
ers to get out in the streets and make their voices heard — that is how they 
demonstrate our power as a movement, and that is how they force govern-
ments to make the right decisions.

ACTIVITIES

SUCCESSES

350.org is building the global grassroots climate movement that can hold 
our leaders accountable to science and justice.
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Total Climate Ride 
Grant: $287,435

• Rallying thousands of people to stop one of Germany’s larg-
est coal mines for a day

• Shifting the conversation on climate change in the United States so that 
the conservative position is crowded out and liberal and radical solutions 
of divestment, clean energy subsidies, and alternative solutions become 
centered

• Organizing the People’s Climate Match which brought together 200,000 
people and created 7.6 million social media impressions

https://www.350.org
https://350.org


MISSION

The Wild | Earthjustice uses the law to preserve a rich, sustainable and 
diverse natural heritage for current and future generations. They've 
won cases that protect endangered species, threatened wildlands, re-
duce human impacts on ecosystems, and hold accountable those who 
damage them.

Healthy Communities | Earthjustice has been fighting for a future 
where children can breathe clean air, no matter where they live, where 
the food we feed our families and the products we use in our homes 
are free of toxic chemicals, and where communities everywhere are 
safer, healthier places to live and work.

Climate and Energy | Earthjustice is committed to ending 
the nation’s reliance on fossil fuels and working to secure a 
clean energy future. Climate change is the single greatest 
environmental threat facing the world today. At stake is noth-
ing less than our children’s—and our planet’s—future.

ACTIVITIES

• Over 115 lawsuits against the Trump administration
• Employing a staff of 130 lawyers who work to defend the planet
• They secured the landmark 2014 Supreme Court ruling that upheld 

the EPA’s authority to limit carbon pollution

SUCCESSES

Earthjustice is the premier nonprofit environmental law organization. 
We wield the power of law and the strength of partnership to protect 
people’s health, to preserve magnificent places and wildlife, to advance 
clean energy, and to combat climate change. We are here because the 
earth needs a good lawyer.
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Find them here: www.earthjustice.org.

Total Climate Ride Grant: $33,431

http://www.earthjustice.org
http://earthjustice.org
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"Climate Ride is a long-time partner of 350.
org's grassroots work fighting the climate 
crisis. Their grant helps us keep fossil fuels 
in the ground, divest trillions from the fossil 
fuel industry, and empowers our organizing. 
350.org is lucky to have passionate climate 
riders and hikers like you with us in this 
fight." 

/ May Boeve 
Executive Director

350.org / 

FROM OUR GRANTEES

https://350.org
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"Our partnership with Climate Ride has liter-
ally transformed Glacier National Park. In just 
the past couple of years, the contributions 
from Climate Riders funded the conversion 
of the Apgar Visitor Center to sustainable 
solar power and fully funded the expansion 
of spring shuttle services to improve biker 
access to the iconic Going to the Sun Road. 
It's truly incredible to see the combined pow-
er people brought together for passion and 
purpose."

/ Nikki Eisinger 
Director of Philanthropy 

Glacier National Park Conservancy / 

FROM OUR GRANTEES

http://www.climateride.org/beneficiaries/glacier-national-park-conservancy
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"The funding GRID Alternatives receives 
from the pedal power of our amazing Climate 
Riders fuels GRID's vision of a just transition 
to clean, renewable energy. Support from 
Climate Ride makes a big impact for low-in-
come communities – powering GRID's work 
installing no-cost solar for families most im-
pacted by climate change, training workers 
for jobs in the green economy, and connect-
ing commuters to affordable clean vehicle 
and transportation options." 

/ Mimi Torres
Development & Membership Associate 

GRID Alternatives / 

FROM OUR GRANTEES

https://gridalternatives.org/
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Climate Ride immerses participants in stun-
ning landscapes in need of protection. This 
shared experience creates a national net-
work committed to the environment.

We hike in Glacier National Park to see 
first-hand the ecosystems most affected by 
climate change. We pedal around the Sal-
ish Sea in the Pacific Northwest. We ride 
in Bears Ears National Monument to hear 
about the need for its protection from in-
digenous elders. We pedal from the Big Ap-
ple to the US Capitol to make our voices 
heard. 

Wherever we go, we learn from speakers 
who are directly working to save that place. 
Whatever the landscape, however intense 
the terrain, we join together to defend it.

✓94% of 2019 spending 
supported Climate Ride's 

programs and grants 
(see more on pages 32-
33, Financial Summary).

LIFE-CHANGING EVENTS
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"Climate Ride Iceland was the most enlight-
ening, rewarding, and flat-out fun adventure 
I've ever had! My riding-ability anxiousness 
dissipated after about five minutes into Day 1 
and turned into a perma-grin. I wasn't a "live 
to bike" sort of person, but I'm already looking 
forward to my next trip!"

/ Linda MacDonald 
Climate Rider 
Iceland 2018 /



MEET THE NEW GREEN FONDO!
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In 2019, we successfully launched a new venture–GREEN 
FONDO—a series of bicycling parties to energize and grow our 
community of environmental stewards. Green Fondo brings peo-
ple and nonprofits together for fun weekend events focused on 
fitness. New riders constituted 75% of those attending and riders 
ranged in age from 17 to 77. We are optimistic that future Green 
Fondos will help us expand this movement.

Green Fondo is based on the hugely popular Italian-style Gran 
Fondo rides that bring people together to enjoy cycling culture. 

We’ve combined the love of cycling with love for the planet. Our 
first Green Fondo took place around a “cycling village” in Marin 
County, California where over 200 cyclists camped overnight, 
enjoyed food and entertainment, and met with influencers and 
thought leaders. Marin County is known for some of the best cyc-
ling in the world, from quiet, mountainous roads to cool, coastal 
landscapes and delightful vineyards.

For this two-day event, there are cycling mileages for all types of 
riders—40, 60, or 100 miles on the first day, and 25 or 40 miles on 
the second day. Green Fondo provides an atmosphere where fa-
mily, friends, and colleagues can all enjoy a cycling event together. 
The rides are not timed because we want participants to enjoy 
the miles whatever their style! We plan lovely stops along the way 
where riders enjoy beautiful surroundings and new friends. 

Green Fondo San Francisco sold out all 250 slots! 
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"I've had the honor of participating in four Climate Rides so far and the experience gets better and 
more impactful each time. The ride itself is the gold standard – flawlessly and painstakingly planned 
– with some of the best views and trails I have ever seen. 

The fundraising is never as hard and daunting as I think it's going to be as friends and new friends 
are eager to support this important cause. But most importantly, it's about the people I have met – 
from the stellar and accomplished crew to the riders who are all doing real things to help the planet 
be a better place. I always come back feeling better about humanity and the world."                            

/ David Falk 
Pictured second from right

Climate Rider, Michigan 2018         
Climate Ride Michigan / 
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Climate Ride events cultivate an engaging 
community of like-minded people. Their 
shared experience energizes them to work 
together for the cause.

With 4,000 alumni around the globe and 
growing, Climate Ride continues to in-
crease awareness of the interconnected-
ness of environmental issues caused by 
the climate crisis through a network of par-
ticipants reaching out to their colleagues, 
families, and friends. Together, they form 
the Climate Ride movement.

We work to build communities with clean-
er air, communities where we ride bikes, 
drive efficient cars, and live and work in 
energy-saving, healthy buildings. We em-
power communities to demand clean en-
ergy and smarter transportation systems 
from our government. Our events cultivate 
a fun community of like-minded doers. The 
shared experience energizes us to work to-
gether for the cause.

BUILDING COMMUNITY
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The high-quality experience of Clima-
te Ride events attracts an audience 
of connectors, influencers, and 
leaders. Participants in Climate Ride 
events are reliable, enthusiastic, and 
knowledgeable—not only of cycling, 
but also of business, advocacy, and 
green consumerism. 

Together, they represent a power-
house of knowledge. During our 
events, participants connect. People 
who have never talked before beco-
me co-authors of a greener future. 
Activists have camp lunch with CEOs 
and talk about how to work together. 
On our rides, advocates for transpor-
tation justice climb hills alongside le-
aders in solar and renewables. Those 
relationships go on to spur collabo-
rations and innovations in the move-
ment.  

EVENT PARTICIPANTS

• Ages range from 12–78 years old
• Median age is 39
• 60% do more than 1 event
• 30% of participants are 30 and un-

der
• Typical professions include: 

lawyers, doctors, students, deve-
lopment and executive directors 
of environmental nonprofits, com-
munity organizers, board mem-
bers of environmental nonprofits, 
tech-sector employees

• 50:50 male to female ratio
• 72% exercise 3 times per week or 

more
• 84% make an effort to choose or-

ganic, green, or sustainable pro-
ducts

WHERE OUR PARTICIPANTS 
CAME FROM 2008-2019

• West: 46%
• Northeast (includes DC): 33%
• Midwest: 15%
• South: 3%
• Southwest: 1%
• International: 1%
• We've had participants from 

every US state except North 
Dakota, Mississippi, and Ar-
kansas. If you know someo-
ne who lives in one of these 
states, please send them our 
way!

DEMOGRAPHICS
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After participating in Climate Ride, 98% 
of surveyed participants commit to taking 

further sustainable actions.
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"Your camaraderie and support moved me even more than 
the stunning views of Death Valley. As this was my first ride 
with a group, I really didn't know what to expect. I was con-
cerned that my slow pace would annoy others, and that I 
would feel ostracized.

Now I find myself looking affectionately at our group picture 
and missing each of you terribly! Woah! What an incredible 
experience!

Once a month, I get a PSA test done to see if my cancer has 

started growing again. I just got the latest result a few hours 
ago and was quite happy to learn that it remains dormant. 

According to the median statistics, my cancer was supposed to 
wake up and start growing again 15 months ago... and so I've 

beaten the odds now for 15 months.  

I'm sure that the support I've gotten from you and others has 
helped me fight cancer and enjoy life in a profound way. This 

connection is the coolest thing of all. "

/ Robert Vogel
Pictured first from the left with a bike

Death Valley 2019 /
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COMMUNITY LEADER AWARDS

Climate Ride is committed to building an inclusive envi-
ronmental movement, led by people with varied back-
grounds and perspectives. We provide awards for com-
munity and climate leaders. These awards are offered to 
bike coalitions and other grantees so that their Climate 
Ride teams can represent the diversity in their commu-
nities and widen the conversation on sustainability. We 
prioritize young people and communities of color.  

Our events connect these local leaders to veteran fund-
raisers and donors, growing the movement. The larger 
our community is the better we all understand the inter-
sections between environmental and social issues.

Annual Fund donors 
make these awards 

possible! Special 
thanks to the March 

Conservation Fund, a 
long-time supporter of 

the awards.



Annual Report | Building Community | 22 

"I know climate change will affect Cambo-
dia and other developing countries. So I am 
glad I can learn and see how people change 
their lifestyle to be better for the environ-
ment. Our Climate Ride had a lot of different 
people but they all have the same heart and 
believe we can do something for the environ-
ment. With their own styles and special strat-
egies too! I was very interested in the guy 
who cycled across the country and shared 
about his zero waste living."

/ Cham An, 
Recently Immigrated from Cambodia

Community Leader Award 2019
Climate Ride California / 

COMMUNITY LEADER AWARDEE
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"Grassroots advocacy and policy work takes 
a tremendous mental and emotional toll on 
nonprofit leaders. Having the opportunity to 
join Climate Ride on their Big Sur ride as a 
result of their Community Award was the best 
thing for my organization’s success in 2019! 

Riding with like-minded advocates, environ-
mentalists, and value-driven individuals was 
refreshing, rewarding, and left me rejuvenat-
ed to tackle the biggest issues facing my com-
munity. I arrived knowing no one and left with 
over 100 new friends and allies in the fight 
for a better world. I am so grateful to Climate 
Ride for this opportunity. 

Thank you Climate Ride!"

/ Nicole Ver Kuilen
Amputee, Ultraathlete, and Prosthetic Advocate  

Community Leader Award 2019
Climate Ride California / 

COMMUNITY LEADER AWARDEE
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"I’m grateful for the Community Award be-
cause I’d wanted to do Climate Ride for 
years, but it felt out of reach. It allowed me 
to do what I never could have on my own: 
become a real cyclist, train for this intense 
5-day ride, fundraise for Team Active San Ga-
briel Valley, demonstrate climate action, and 
challenge myself physically to bike like I’ve 
never biked before, through miles of peace-
ful, beautiful landscapes.

A surprise for me was the great feeling of 
kinship with all the riders — it felt wonderful 
to be surrounded by so many supportive, 
cool people from around the country dedi-
cated to this cause, and be in it together: the 
ride, and the fight for climate action. The ca-
maraderie with my new friends and my team 
really helped motivate me to keep going.

Climate Ride is such an inspiring experience 
and I can’t wait to do it again!"
/ Bryan Matsumoto
Community Leader Award 2019
Bar Harbor to Boston / 

COMMUNITY LEADER AWARDEE



 25 Cyclists meet with Senator Sheldon Whitehouse at the Capitol.

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
Climate Ride incorporates educational pro-
grams and visionary speakers on many of 
our events while raising the profile of the 
sustainability movement among partici-
pants, donors, sponsors, and the general 
public. 

Climate Ride is more than just hiking or 
pedaling the miles. A variety of educational 
programs provide participants insights into 
climate change impacts and solutions each 
evening of the event. Participants hike or 
bike during the day and hear from bright 
minds at night!



SPEAKERS

Ken Cook, president and co-founder of the Environmental Working Group, is widely rec-
ognized as one of the environmental community’s most prominent and influential critics of 
industrial agriculture, U.S. food and farm policy and the nation’s broken approach to pro-
tecting families and children from toxic substances. 

  Annual Report | Education & Awareness | 26 

Jonah Yellowman is Diné from Halgaito in Monument Valley, UT. He is of the Many Arrow 
Bitterwater clan and born of the Redhouse clan. He was a founding Board Member for Utah 
Diné Bikéyah (UDB) in 2011 and serves as the Spiritual Advisor for the non-profit organi-
zation, promoting healing among people and across ancestral lands. As a Roadman, he is 
a traditional practitioner who helps the medicine people and herbalists to protect Mother 
Nature through offerings. He believes that through prayers and ceremonies, we can find 
harmony and balance to keep the land intact. He also works as a traditional artist, special-
izing in Native American beadwork and painting.

"Where you bank, where you have your retirement fund, all that matters. 
The banks lending the most towards fossil fuels are the four largest US 
banks. Not only are these banks environmentally irresponsible – they are 
also socially irresponsible. Racial discrimination and discrimination based 
on race and national origin. The good news is, we have leverage as people. 
Also, the good news is that there are sustainable banks that are hard at 
work solving climate change." 
Marilyn Waite leads the climate and clean energy finance portfolio at the Hewlett Founda-
tion. She has worked across four continents in renewable and nuclear energy and venture 
capital and investment. Author of Sustainability at Work: careers that make a difference, 
Marilyn serves on the Board of COI Energy and the Kachuwa Impact Fund. 
Follow her on Twitter @WaiteMarilyn.



With only three minutes, presenters share their work and most inno-
vative ideas. Then, over the course of the rides, participants keep 
the conversation going. Beneficiary Ignites give every Climate Ride 
participant a chance to see their impact, meet leaders in the move-
ment, and add their ideas and motivation to the work of saving our 
planet. 

BENEFICIARY IGNITE
A fun, fast-paced event during our evening programs where lead-
ers from our beneficiary organizations share their work. We learn to-
gether what climate, active transportation, and environmental health 
organizations in the Climate Ride movement are doing and how we 
can help!
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Ken Cook, Founder, 
Environmental Working Group
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"Inspirational, yes, but Climate Ride is more 
than that. It challenges you to do – not just 
to do the ride, but to change your ways, to 
advocate for sustainability, to connect with 
others, to let your guard down and learn, ex-
perience and internalize."

/ Alix Cotumaccio
Pictured center, standing, no helmet 

Adriatic Ride 2019 /



FOSTERING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Climate Ride fosters a sense of civic duty and participation that en-
courages participants to engage with members of Congress, elect-
ed officials, and other national leaders. 

We have organized more than 600 advocacy meetings over the past 
decade and brought hundreds of people to Congress to talk to their 
elected officials. On advocacy days, Climate Riders speak directly 
to their senators and representatives about their support for climate 
action and sustainable transportation.
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We encourage participants to learn about the issues related to our 
cause. We’re helping to create a grassroots force of “people-pow-
ered” advocates.
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Climate Ride raises funds for the organiza-
tions that make the difference on climate 
change. From 2018 to 2019 alone, Clima-
te Ride delivered more than $1.5 million in 
grants to charitable organizations.

Climate Ride drives philanthropic impact 
on the environment, active transportation, 
and sustainability. Our programs focus on 
education, building community, connecting 
generations, and empowering new citizen 
philanthropists.

All Climate Ride events are charitable, fund-
raising challenges and in 2018-2019 we 
supported 129 beneficiary organizations 
with grants. These beneficiaries are selected 
for their work on environment, conservation, 
clean energy, sustainability, climate educa-
tion, and active transportation advocacy. 

PHILANTHROPIC IMPACT 



GRANT  DISTRIBUTION 2008-2019
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18.5% 
Climate Advocacy 

and Education

29.3% 
Active Transport and 

Bike Advocacy

52.2% 
Sustainability,

Renewable Energy,
& Conservation



FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY 2018
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Income
Participant Fundraising

Registration Fees/Rider Services

Unrestricted Income

Capital Campaign

Merchandise Sales

Sponsorship Income

Other Income

Total Income

Expenses
Operations and Development

Program Expenditures

 Event/Education Program Expenditures

 Grants Program Expenditures

Total Program Expenditures

Other Expenses

Total Expenses
Restricted Funds for Next Year’s Fundraising

Net Income/Cash Reserve

$1,483,244

$105,724

$19,704

$251,048

$9,086

$40,000

$10,878

$1,919,684

$115,667

$808,786

$782,586

$1,591,372

$-92

$1,706,947
$116,846

$95,891

✓93% of 2018 expenses 
went to programming

Grant Program

46%
Event/Education 

Programming

47%

Operations

6%

Development

1%



FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY 2019
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Income
Participant Fundraising

Registration Fees/Rider Services

Unrestricted Income

Capital Campaign

Merchandise Sales

Sponsorship Income

Other Income

Total Income

Expenses
Operations and Development

Program Expenditures

 Event/Education Program Expenditures

 Grants Program Expenditures

Total Program Expenditures

Other Expenses

Total Expenses
Restricted Funds for Next Year’s Fundraising

Net Income/Cash Reserve

$1,548,636

$136,346

$28,620

$262,787

$9,045

$15,000

$13,630

$2,014,063

$109,365

$802,743

$851,098

$1,653,841

$714

$1,763,920
$189,247

$60,897

✓94% of 2019 expenses
went to programming

Grant Program

48%
Event/Education 

Programming

45.5%

Operations

5.5%

Development

1%



TOP GRANTS
Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition
Glacier National Park Conservancy
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Bike Santa Cruz County
National Parks Conservation Association
350.org
Bike East Bay
Climate One
Citizens Climate Lobby
SustainaFest
Sycamore Land Trust
Beyond Fistula
Bike San Gabriel Valley
Vote Solar

Glacier National Park Conservancy
Bike East Bay

350.org
TransForm

Climate One
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition

Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition
SustainaFest

National Parks Conservation Association
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition

1% for the Planet
Bike Santa Cruz County

Natural Resources Defense Council
Ceres

The Nature Conservancy

$88,984
$32,057
$28,600
$20,290
$17,497
$15,149
$14,650
$14,166
$13,805
$13,658
$11,593
$11,068
$10,205
$9,519
$9,212

$74,877
$31,154

$28,281
$25,933
$22,073
$21,593
$20,984
$16,525
$16,185

$15,295
$14,401
$14,296
$14,213
$14,153
$13,747

2018 2019
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THANK YOU 2018 DONORS!
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Anonymous
Brendan Gray
Dhana Inc Sponsorship
Emmett Foundation
Jim Kuster
Heinz Family Foundation
Lisa Drake
March Conservation Fund
Sam & Peggy Grossman Family 
  Foundation
Tim Frick
Quinn Family Fund

Alex and John Alderman
Gary Justis
Jim and Nancy Fleming.
John Given
Josh Lasky
Juan Benitez
Mark Wenzler
Patricia Hallstein & Axel Kramer
Roger Schwed
Sam and Deb Haines
Scott Woodard
Sorenson Family Foundation on behalf of                 
  Katrina Peterson and her husband, Jess

Adobe on behalf of Steven Dakin
Anni Tilt and David Arkin
Anonymous
Anthony D
Barbara Larrain
Ben Sander
Betsy Bayne
Bezdek
Blakeman Holiday
Brady Dolsen
Charles Malone
Charlotte Streck
David E. Rodgers (2013 ride veteran!)
David Howes
Dirk "Pitt" Rosen

Elspeth Farmer
George W
Heather Malone
Jane McConnell
Joan and Reg Gignoux
Karl Danz
Kim Larson
Louis Rosenthal
Maggie Trurmbly
Mark Wall
Matt & Lily Cheng Zedler
Mel and Joan Burman
Michael Bock
Michael Kramer
Moshin
Mtn Man
Richard Stuckey
Rick Rickard
Robert MacDonald
Shamini Dhana
Steve H
The Stowells

A friend of the planet
Adam Rubinfield
Alan Wright
Alena Donnellan
Alix Cotumaccio
Anonymous
Arden Karson
Augustus Anderson, Debby Crouse
Barbara Edelston Peterson
Barbara Schmidt-Bailey
Beth Collins
Bikeucation
Bruce Powell
Carolyn Wilkins
The Carons: Brian, Jenn, Gavin, Holden
Catherine Bock
Cathy Des Lauriers
Chantal Hardy
Charlotte Sheedy
Charlotte Sheedy Literary Agency

Chris Wagoner
Claudine Gignoux Scoville
Cory vanGelder
Dan Leaverton
David Coale
David Dixon
Delicious Decors
Elissa Federoff
Ella Slayne
Ethan Avey
From Michale Louv
Gordon MacAlpine
Greg & Tish Laemmle
Greg Harrison
GusTavo Adolfo Guerra Vásquez
H. Faris
Herb and Sandy Rosenblum
Herbie Huff
Ilana Tova Gauss
Ina J. De Soto Living Trust on behalf of   
  Linda Isaacson Fedele
Irene & Richard Burstein
Ivette Colondres
Jack Walker
Jake Buckner
Jamie Scarborough & Daniel Green
Jan Heining (My son is Greg Heining)
Jay Reighley
Jeri Howland and Jerry Edelbrock
Jim Gennin Scalese
John Balbus
John Romankiewicz
Josiah Skallerup
Judy Langlois
Julie Hale
Kat Chen
Kathleen Green
Kelly M OBrien
Kevin & Sherry Rast
Kevin Drewyer
Kevin Reynolds
Laura Gray
Linda N. & Marc M.

FOUNDER'S CIRCLE $2,500+

STAGE WINNERS $500 - $2,499

PELOTON PIONEERS $150-$499

FRIENDS OF THE RIDE

Lynn Israel
Mark Schaeffer
Maxwell & Co
Michael Biggs
Michael Levin
Michael Silberman
Michele Marks
Mimi Torres
Monica Heger
Nancy J Kent
Nicholas Evans
Nicole Burgess
Nora Hipolito
On behalf of Barbara Schmidt-Bailey
Peter S Churchill
Peter Trolio
Phil Geyer
R. Berm
Rachel & Bob Loper
Robert Lipton
Sallie Smith & Jim Butterworth
Sandra Kaptain
Sara Minard
Sara Tolchin
Sarah Brousseau
Scott Warner (Stormrider 2011/2012)
Scott Wasserman
Susan Graves
Victoria Norman
Vipin Goyal
Wesley Reutimann
Yavar Moghimi
Stephen Foehr
Zadie & Rick



Anonymous
Abe Littenberg Foundation
Brendan Gray
Climate Focus
Jesse Fink Charitable Fund
Jim Kuster
March Conservation Fund
Mighty Bytes INC
On behalf Kim Larson
Peter & Patricia Gruber
Quinn Family Fund

Anonymous
Bashar Wali and Provenance Hotels
Charles Malone
David Grega
Emmett Foundation
Gary Justis
George Warrington
Heather and Juan Benitez
Jess and Katrina Peterson
John Given
Josh Lasky
Disa Drake
Lynn Reid
Mark Wenzler
Matt O'Grady & Steve Van Landingham
Nancy Fleming
Nicole Needham
Patricia Navone
Roger Schwed
Sam and Deb Haines
Wonderful Giving on behalf of Samuel 
    Rhoades

AIG on behalf of Daniel Leaverton
Amy M Beringer
Andrew Loewinger
Anonymous
Arkin Tilt Family of Climate Riders
Barbara Larrain
David Bryan

THANK YOU 2019 DONORS!
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Don Campbell
Erik Stolzer
Ethan Avey
Jim Ritter's Facebook Birthday Campaign
Greg & Tish Laemmle
In honor of Mike Nagy
Kim Larson
Lori Lisai's Facebook Birthday Campaign
On behalf of Daniel Leaverton
Paul DeNoon
Paula & Karl Danz
Ralph E Rickard
Rob Dussault
Wonderful Giving

Abby Dawkins
Adrian Gershom
Alan Chen
Alan Wright
Alison R. Mohn
Amanda Dolan
Amy Jo Johnson
Andrew Farren
Anne Doyle
Anonymous
Atlassian Inc
Barbara Schmidt-Bailey
Beth Collins
Betty Eble
Brooks Barron
Bryan Matsumoto
C Stout
Chris and Caroline Nelson (The Nelson 
    Group, Inc.)
Chris Wagoner
Claire Bonham-Carter
Claire Gervais
Coral Rose Taylor
Dan & Laura Leaverton
Dave Dixon
David Coale
David Marsland
Dorelle

Duane and Sharleen
Eileen Tarpey
Elizabeth Soper
Elvin
Fan of Sam from Spam
Fannie Watkinson
Frank Chiaramonte
Ginger Phalen
Gloria Hum
Griffin the boat house dog
GusTavo A. Guerra Vasquez
Herbie Huff
Jake Buckner
Janet Grochowski
Jeff Logan, Glacier Ride 2018
Jennifer Daves & Mark Sherman
Jenny Shu
Jim Grossman
John Metz
John Romankiewicz
Judy Balazs
Karen Canady, Bikie Girl Bloomers
Kathy Lunetta
Katie Preston
Kees
Kevin Rast
Kristi Marleau
Kyle Faulkner
Laura J Gray
Lesley Plachta
Leutrell Osborne II
Linda MacDonald
Lisa Daniels
Liz Adams
Lohn G Williams
Lucy Ray and Allison Smith
Madison Artis
Mark Wall
Mark Wall
Mary Webb
Matthew Patchell
Meghan Long
Melissa Cheung

FOUNDERS CIRCLE $2,500+

STAGE WINNERS $500 - $2,499

PELOTON PIONEERS $150-$499

FRIENDS OF THE RIDE

Meriwether Hardie
Mike F. & Carolyn W. (Northeast Climate 
    Ride Alums)
Mimi
Morgan Scott
Nathan Brennan
Oma
On behalf of Barbara Carter
On behalf of Barbara Schmidt-Bailey
On behalf of Dale Phelps-Munson and 
    Karl and Paula Danz
On behalf of Eileen Tarpey
On behalf of Linda Nyberg
OneOC
Peter Lambros
Mr. Philip J. Geyer
Philippa
Priscilla Sibson
Rebecca Monahan
Rob Kanzer
Scott "Stormrider 2011" Warner
Scott Benstock
Scott Wasserman
Seana Shiffrin
Sharon Hoeck
Simona Carini
Stephanie Gressick
Steve Hoffner
Steve Surko
Sue Potter
Thanks for the Climate Ride 2019 Kick 
    Off Party!
Tom Crabbe
Tom Osborn
Victoria Norman
Vincent Sterne
Yavar Moghimi



STAFF | BOARD 

  Annual Report | Philanthropic Impact | 37 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Caeli Quinn | Executive Director

Blake Holiday | National Events Director

Patrick Colleran | Logistics & Rider Coordinator 

Russ Mendivil | Rider Representative

Mackenzie Cole | Office Coordinator 
         and Rider Representative

Trina Peterson
Mark Wenzler

Roger Schwed

BOARD MEMBERS

President
Secretary
Treasurer

Alexandra Alderman
Shamini Dhana

Lisa Drake
Brendan Gray

John Grossman
Jim Kuster
Kim Larson
Josh Lasky
Evan O’Neil

2018
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Trina Peterson
Mark Wenzler

Roger Schwed

BOARD MEMBERS

President
Secretary
Treasurer

Shamini Dhana
Lisa Drake

Brendan Gray
John Grossman

Jim Kuster
Kim Larson
Josh Lasky

Andrew Loewinger
Evan O’Neil

2019

STAFF



WE ARE PROUD OF THE WORK WE HAVE DONE OVER 
THE PAST 11 YEARS AND HOPE YOU ARE AS WELL. 

JOIN US: 
www.climateride.org/events

www.climateride.org/annual-fund

http://www.climateride.org/events
https://www.climateride.org/annual-fund


Executive Director Caeli Quinn 

Caeli@climateride.org

Climate Ride is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization

111 N. Higgins Ave, 
Suite 415, Missoula MT 59802

406-493-6315
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CONTACT


